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FAITH SHARING WOKSHOP

The “E” Word
Or
How Important is this JESUS Story?

It IS possible for every size Congregation to have
an Effective Evangelism ministry!!

FACILITATOR: Rev. Dave Fortuna

Saturday, September 6, 2008

MT. ZION UMC
1010 US Highway 80 E; Calhoun, LA

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
$10.00/per person (includes lunch)

Registration Deadline: September 3

For more information or registration form,
please contact the District Office, 387-7364 or
Sue Carroll at 329-5494 or
email scarrol @entergy.com

WELCOME BACK!!!!
BISHOP and KAY HUTCHINSON

Giving Children Roots

A Children’s Ministry Forum will be on August 2 at
the Wesley Center from 9:00AM until 3:00PM. For
more information, email Dawn Young at deacon-
dawn @earthlink.net

UPDATE: Bob Lay Memorial 1000 CLUB
Building New Churches - Reaching New People

Through July 15, an additional $1,975 has been
given to the 1000 Club making the Monroe District
total $3,866. The goal for our district is $9,000.
Donations may be sent to the District Office

September—Christian Education Month

The Louisiana Annual Conference will celebrate Chris-
tian Education in its churches during September. It is
hoped each congregation will recognize the importance
of Christian Education by publicly acknowledging those
that lead educational efforts. Sermon topics and scripture
passages have been offered to follow throughout the
month.
Sept. 7 Why Christian Education
Sept. 14 Teaching the Children Matt. 19:1-15
Sept. 21 Teaching the Youth Proverbs 4:1-6
Sept.28  Teaching all God’s People 2 Tim.3:10-17

Matt. 28:16-20

Having Trouble Putting the
CHURCH PUZZLE PIECES Together?

Come and be a part of the Leadership and

Effective Management Conference
presented by FUMC, Shreveport and Leader-
shipnexus on September 23-25, 2008 at First UMC
in Shreveport. Registration before August 10 is
$285/person . For more information, contact the
District Office.

On-line registration available at
www.leadershipnexus.net.

IRS Mileage Rate Increase
Effective July 1, 2008
58.5 Cents/per mile

Clergy Spouse Lunch

The clergy spouses will meet August 7 at Waterfront
Grill, 5201 DeSiard Street in Ruston. Lunch begins
at 11:30 AM. On September 4, we will meet at Mo-
hawk’s, 100 Constitution Circle in West Monroe.
For more information, contact Eleanor Caraway at
323-1231 or e-mail: eldswc@aol.com




MONROE DISTRICT EVENTS

Aug. 2 Children’s Ministry Conference, Wesley Ctr.

Aug. 9 District Board of Laity Retreat, McGuire

Aug. 16 District UMW Min-School of Missions

Aug. 23 Basic Lay Speaking Workshop, Chatham

Aug. 26 DCOM Training,, Wesley Center

Aug. 28 DMT

Sept. Open House Month

Sept. 1 District Office Closed, Labor Day

Sept. 6 Faith Sharing Seminar, Mt. Zion

Sept. 9-10 Cabinet Meeting, Baton Rouge

Oct. 4 CMT, Wesley Center

Oct. 11 Basic & Advanced Lay Speaking Workshops

Oct. 14-15 Cabinet Meeting, Baton Rouge

Oct. 18-19 Discerning the Call, Wesley Center
CHURCH PRAYER LIST

Asbury Rev. Bo Horne

Chatham Rev. Lala Cooper

Dubach Rev. Don Lanier

Lake Providence Rev. Owen Peyton

Salem Rev. Ross Genger

Trinity Rev. Jerry Hilbun

Rev. Andy Hurst

Rev. Brian Mercer

Rev. Connie Breaux
Rev. Joseph Zhong Guo

Rev. Mickey Cloud
Please pray for these pastors & churches during August.

ulmwesleyfoundation

The Wesley Foundation at ULM is looking for Freshmen! We
know that many churches send students off to college every
year, and many of those students never set foot in church again.
We would love to help students find a place to belong and con-
tinue their journey of faith. If you know of any Freshmen en-
rolling at ULM for this fall, or if you know of current ULM
students who might not be involved in a campus ministry,
please send their contact information to:

Wesley Foundation
112 Bayou Drive
Monroe, LA 71203
alan @ulmwesley.org

You can also visit us on the web at ulmwesley.org
or call us at 318.343.2944.

Thanks,
Rev. Alan Johnson

UMCOR Emergency Collections

In less than a month after an emergency appeal from UMCOR
that supplies were dangerously low, more than 900 layette,
bedding and sewing kits, plus $2368 were collected. The Mon-
roe District gathered more than 125 bedding kits. The special
flood bucket offering for the Midwest states taken on July 6
was over $13,000 for our district. Thank You!! Because of
your generosity, United Methodists are there with the supplies
and resources needed. Your generosity made it possible to
share the love and light of Christ in very tangible ways.
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“One Size Does Not Fit All”

On Saturday, September 6, 2008, the Reverend Dave Fortuna will be leading a very important workshop
in the district on “faith sharing” or as Dave eludes to it “The ‘E’ Word.” It will be held at Mt. Zion UMC in
Calhoun from 10 a.m. — Ip.m. The registration cost of $10 includes the lunch. Pastors, evangelism/outreach
chairs and committee members, lay leaders and lay speakers are all encouraged to attend (any others are wel-
come too). Dave will share some significant tools, etc. for reaching people for Jesus Christ and ultimately
making disciples for Christ. This event is being sponsored by our District Ministry Team in response to the
ever present mandate of the Great Commission recently underscored by the General Conference “to reach
more people, younger people and more diverse people.”

In his book, entitled How United Methodists Share Their Faith, Rodney Wilmoth, a successful United
Methodist pastor and a gifted preacher, now retired says, “As one reads the conversations Jesus had with peo-
ple, it appears that he allowed the individual with whom he was speaking and their situation to determine the
direction of the conversation.” Also he states, “It is clear, Jesus did not have a ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach in
His efforts to encourage persons to seek a higher level in life.” It is important to “know your audience” and
“tailor accordingly what you say to a person.” As a pastor I have learned to be sensitive to this truth as I pre-
pare my sermons recognizing that there will be any number of persons sitting in the pew from several genera-
tions. Each person and generation is quite different, even unique. For example, Builders generally have a
commitment to the church, a loyalty to the denomination and are program oriented. Boomers on the other
hand have a commitment to relationships, are loyal to people and are people oriented. The Busters have a
commitment to family, loyal to family, and generally are community oriented. Then there are the GenXers...
Well you get my drift.

While the differences among persons are real and the need to know to whom we are talking and their situa-
tion, there are, I think, some characteristics common to each, whether acknowledged by the individual or not:
We all want to be loved and valued as a human being. We all need to know that we are loved and valued by
Jesus Christ who is ready to meet us where we are, needs and all. And we need to know that Jesus wants to
have an everlasting relationship with us. This being true and I believe it is, it is extremely important for us to
“tool” ourselves in order to share our faith more effectively whenever and wherever the opportunity arises. I
am reminded of the encounter Jesus had with the woman at the well in John 4: 1-30. He spoke to her need
even though she was reluctant to hear. What a difference it made in her life and in the lives of the entire com-
munity.

Hopefully, this event will provide one or more tools to help us as God’s servants in the building up of the
kingdom of God. And the more tools we have the better prepared we are to fulfill the Great Commission.
Let it be so!!!

SEPTEM BER Discerning the Call

An Exploration Event for persons

OPEN HOUSE MONTH between 16 and 25 years of age

interested in Professional Ministry.

October 18-19, 2008

OPEN HEARTS. OPEN MINDS. Wesley Center

OPEN DOORS.
Registration Deadline: October 3
Registration: $25.00
THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED B o
METHODIST CHURCH. For more information, call the District Office

or visit www.la-umc.org




2008 Monroe District Apportionments

CHURCH APPOR. [PAID TO DATE| % PAID
Ansley $117.00 $0.00 0%
Antioch, Eros $168.00 $168.00 100%
Antioch, Simsboro $250.00 $250.00 100%
Asbury $1,151.00 $418.56 36%
Bartholomew $274.00 $274.00 100%
Baskin $90.00 $0.00 0%
First, Bastrop $3,237.00 $3,237.00 100%
Memorial, Bastrop $671.00 $671.00 100%
Beach Grove $34.00 $3400 100%
Beekman $84.00 $0.00 0%
Bernice $844.00 $400.00 47%
Beulah $397.00 $397.00 100%
Bird's Chapel $246.00 $246.00 100%
Boeuf Prairie $441.00 $110.00 25%
Centerpoint $171.00 $171.00 100%
Chatham $531.00 $531.00 100%
Choudrant $235.00 $235.00 100%
Claiborne $850.00 $850.00 100%
Clay $398.00 $0.00 0%
Reily Mem., Collinston $517.00 $517.00 100%
First, Columbia $1,540.00 $1,540.00 100%
Crew Lake $595.00 $0.00 0%
Crowville $328.00 $328.00 100%
Delhi $919.00 $100.00 11%
Dodson $85.00 $85.00 100%
Douglas $638.00 $0.00 0%
Downsville $1,021.00 $0.00 0%
Dubach $834.00 $834.00 100%
Epps $351.00 $351.00 100%
Eros $626.00 $626.00 100%
Faith $1,927.00 $632.32 33%
Farmerville $2,130.00 $2129.50 100%
Gilbert $321.00 $321.00 100%
Grayson $902.00 $902.00 100%
Harmony Chapel $270.00 $270.00] 100%
Hebert $248.00 $248.00 100%
Hodge $772.00 $200.00 26%
Holly Ridge $151.00 $0.00 0%
Hope $750.00 $0.00 0%
Indian Village $138.00 $0.00 0%
Jonesboro $2,740.00 $822.00 30%
Kilbourne $453.00 $200.00 44%
First, Lake Providence $1,796.00 $598.68 33%
Lawson Chapel $110.00 $110.00 100%

CHURCH APPOR. PAID TO DATE | % PAID
Lea Joyner Memorial $6,241.00 $2,496.00 40%
Little Creek $237.00 $237.00 100%
Locust Grove $223.00 $223.00 100%
Mangham $794.00 $794.00 100%
Marion $344.00 $0.00 0%
McGuire $3,625.00 $3,625.00 100%
Mer Rouge $799.00 $799.00 100%
First, Monroe $12,874.00 $12,874.00 100%
Memorial, Monroe $1,783.00 $594.36 33%
Memorial, Simsboro $565.00 $565.00 100%
Mt Nebo $110.00 $0.00 0%
Mt Olive $413.00 $0.00 0%
Mt Sinai $156.00 $156.00 100%
Mt. Zion $1,103.00 $1,103.00 100%
New Hope $71.00 $0.00 0%
Newellton Union $279.00 $279.00 100%
First, Oak Grove $1,527.00 $0.00 0%
Oak Ridge $334.00 $167.00 50%:
Pioneer $280.00 $280.00 100%
Quitman $539.00 $539.00 100%
Rayville $2,919.00 $1,167.60 40%
Reveille $321.00 $321.00 100%
Ruston, Grace $4,209.00 $1,052.25 25%
Ruston, Trinity $17,744.00 $5,323.20 30%:
Ruston, Wesley Chapel $390.00 $0.00 0%
Salem $655.00 $261.60 40%
First, Sicily Island $618.00 $0.00 0%
St Andrew's $1,077.00 $242.00 22%
St James $273.00 $273.00 100%
First, St. Joseph $863.00 $216.00 25%
St Mark's $1,564.00 $0.00 0%
St Paul $323.00 $0.00 0%
St Paul's $7,408.00 $3704.00 50%
St Peter $112.00 $0.00 0%
Summerfield $94.00 $0.00 0%
First, Tallulah $1,757.00 $585.68 33%
Union $167.00 $167.00 100%
First, West Monroe $7,168.00 $1,791.00 25%
Wilhite $85.00 $85.00 100%
First, Winnsboro $2,718.00 $815.40 30%
First, Wisner $384.00 $384.00 100%
Woodlawn $229.00 $0.00 0%
Totals $113,726.00 $59,927.65| 52.69%




